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Technology Requirements

Smarter Balanced is working with member states to develop comprehensive minimum technology
requirements detailing bandwidth, hardware, and operating system specifications for devices
eligible to administer the assessments beginning in the 2014-15 school year. These guidelines
will be informed by the results of the Technology Readiness Tool and are expected to be released
in August 2012.

To assist schools and districts when making instructional technology purchases over the next two
years, Smarter Balanced has developed new hardware purchasing guidelines. These hardware
and operating system guidelines are intended to inform purchasing decisions to ensure that new
devices are compatible with the Smarter Balanced assessment system in 2014-15.
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e Hardware Purchasing Guidelines (pdf)
e Hardware Purchasing Guidelines FAQs (pdf)

Automated Software Scoring

Man vs. Computer: Who Wins the Essay-Scoring Challenge? was published in Education Week
on April 12, 2012. Smarter Balanced has considered using automated scoring to score student
responses. This article explores the advantages of automated scoring.

Connecticut State Department of Education Smarter Balanced e-Alert

Please share this e-Alert with colleagues. Subscribe to Connecticut’'s Smarter Balanced e-Alert.
View archived Smarter Balanced e-Alerts on the CSDE Web site.

Smarter Balanced eNewsletter

Subscribe to the Smarter Balanced eNewsletter to stay connected with news and information directly from
the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. Visit the Smarter Balanced Web site which showcases the
innovative work of the Consortium and provides frequent updates on activities, milestones and events.
Visitors are able to explore an interactive timeline of activities by school year and download new fact sheets
and resources.

Contact the Student Assessment Office at 860-713-6860 or 860-713-6890 with questions.
Connecticut’'s Smarter Balanced Web site
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/news/smarter-balanced-and-parcc-to-launch-new-technology-readiness-tool-to-support-transition-to-online-assessments/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines_FAQ.pdf
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2012/04/computer_v_human_who_wins_the.html?cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS2
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/SBAC/Smarter%20Balanced.htm
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/guestaccount/login.asp
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/guestaccount/login.asp
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/SBAC/SBAC_eAlert_Archive.htm
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/stay-connected
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